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Top five reasons why we 
need the NDIS

1
The current system is unfair, underfunded, 

fragmented and inefficient.

2
People with disability want to be part of the 

economic and social life of the community and 
have a right to determine their own futures, like 

everyone else.

3
The NDIS will reduce the huge pressure on families 

– the financial, emotional and physical stress.

4
The NDIS makes good economic sense – it is 
forecast to add $22billion to the GDP as more 

people with disability and their carers are 
supported to enter the paid workforce.

5
We can’t afford not to. Keeping things as is would 
cost the Australian taxpayer billions more by 2035.

Transforming lives

Siobhan: making 
her own decisions
Siobhan is 14 years old. 
She loves music, boccia and Facebook. 

“I feel really awesome and excited about 
the future knowing that I’ll be in charge of 
who supports me” Siobhan says. 

“I know that I will be able to make my 
own decisions about my own life without 
people saying no I can’t do what I want.”

Lily: life changing
Lily’s disabilities don’t 
neatly fit into any of the 
usual definitions. Before 
the NDIS, Lily’s mother, Anita-Rose, 
was desperate. Now their lives are 
transformed. 

“Since we’ve been on the plan our lives 
have changed. She’s able to eat things 
she couldn’t – move, communicate. She’s 
able to express in more ways than just 
non-verbal gestures. She’s able to absorb 
more information,” says Anita-Rose. 

“It’s incredible, it’s changed our lives.”

See how the NDIS is transforming lives:

www.everyaustraliancounts.com.au

Find out more about the NDIS and sign up for 
regular news and updates at:

www.everyaustraliancounts.com.au 
  Facebook.com/everyaustraliancounts

  Twitter.com/EveryAustralian



The NDIS trials are underway and the full rollout is getting close. How does it all work?

How it worksA new approach
The National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) 
is transforming the way disability supports are 
funded and delivered. 

The NDIS puts people with disability at the 
centre of the system for the first time – allowing 
them to determine their own future and 
receive funding which matches their needs and 
aspirations. 

Eligibility
The NDIS supports 
people with 
significant and 
permanent disability 
who meet any of the 
following criteria:

• Have significant 
limitations in 
communication, mobility or self care

• Have an intellectual disability

• Have a condition for which early 
intervention would result in an improved 
level of functioning

• Be a person for whom intervention would 
have significant benefits 

Once you qualify, and if you are under 65, you 
are in the Scheme for life.

Services and supports
Under the NDIS you are not limited to your 

existing supports. Some examples of the 

things that you can include in your Plan:

 Work and study assistance

 Mobility and technological aids

 Living skills like shopping or cooking

 Connecting with support groups and 

mentors

 Support for family and carers

 Occupational therapy or physiotherapy

 Community and sports activities

Step 1  Get Ready
The NDIS allows you to transform your life. 

Think through what you would do if you weren’t 
constrained by the current disability support 

system and write down your goals.

Step 2  Plan
During the planning process you work with an 
NDIS Planner to review your needs and goals. 

You and your planner will design your NDIS Plan 
and review it regularly.

Step 3  Live your life
Once the Plan is in place, funding is allocated 
to you for what you need so you can live your 
life the way you want. You can manage your 

own funds, nominate another person, or have it 
managed for you.

The NDIS is coming to you
The NDIS trial phase is underway and the 
rollout has begun. The full scheme will be 
implemented between 2016 and 2018 in 
most states and territories.

Find out more at 
www.everyaustraliancounts.com.au/ 

about-ndis/rollout/


